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MEMORY CAFE THE COSTS

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre’s Memory Cafés

provide a morning of theatrical entertainment in a S 7
safe and supportive space for people living with °

dementia and their loved ones.

C O U L D I o U F U N D We currently hold 5 Memory Cafés each month, The annual cost to run 5 Memory Cafés each month,

hosting up to 60 people at each café. Every for up to 300 people per month including:

café features live, professional performers, free
refreshments and the chance to socialise with the - Up to two performers at each café, three support

theatre’s knowledgeable and compassionate staff. staff and refreshments

G R A N D T H E A T R E ? We believe this is one of the largest Arts based Benefiting: An estimated 3600 attendees living with

services for people living with dementia. dementia or affected by dementia

TESTIMONIALS

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre is a - “The difference that the Memory Café has on all of those
H H H H : : ho attend is huge. My Mum can have days where she

long- lished Victorian theatre in th W ge. My 4
ong eSS ?at el 11 , is very confused but when we are here | feel like | have The monthly cost to run all 5 Memory
heart of Wolverhampton and is accessed y - ' 9 : my Mum back. She sings and dances along to the music Cafés including:
by people of the surrounding areas. =1~ \ '3 : y and it brings her to life. Thank you to the whole team for . 1x Memory Café with Sohan

. . . R everything you do for all of us.” for British South Asi di
We receive a wide range of major touring _ o (for British South Asian audiences)
productions including drama, musicals, - C Bayliss, who attends the Memory Café with her Mum . Ox ‘Motown Memory Cafés (aime'(fl at the Black,
ballet, dance, opera, variety, concerts, oo ] o African and Caribbean communities)

; ) : ‘As a dementia patient or carer, we're all in a club that . 5 i i

children’s shows and one of the biggest 'a patient or carel, we're afl in a ¢ | 2x Memory Cafés (mixed music genres)

. . 2. s . none of us want to be in. When you spend a morning B fiting: A timated 300 attend
pantomimes in the UK. g Wil e ' = | with others in the same situation, you don’t feel so alone enefiting: An estimate attendees

. . or vulnerable. The Memory Café at Wolverhampton
As a theatre, over 300,000 people visit Grand provides us with a safe environment and Remy

us per year with an additional 50,000 S e, and her team are so very welcoming and supportive.
people accessing our charitable work. ' : ;

We really look forward to our visits to the Memory Cafe;
it is better than any medicine. We arrive with a heavy

- el Y heart but leave with a huge smile. In a nutshell, it is
charitable work to further support our low . - like being given a great big hug. Thank you so much to

socioeconomic areas of the Midlands, : everyone for making this possible, it really is a lifeline.”
where it is so valuably needed. = - G Tingley, who attended with her husband Bryan

We are seeking funding to grow our
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INTRO TO
PANTO SCHOOLS
ROADSHOW

COMMUNITY
PANTO PROJECT

For many, pantomime is the spark that lights a
lifelong love of theatre. As a theatre rooted in the
local community, we understand that not every child
has the opportunity to go to the theatre, so we've
made it part of our mission to take pantomime to as
many children as we can.

Every year, our Intro to Panto roadshow visits schools
throughout Wolverhampton and the Black Country,
bringing the magic of live theatre to their school hall.
To date we have performed to over 60,000 children
and for many it’s their first experience of live theatre,
but the memory lasts forever.

THE COSTS

The cost of a week-long rehearsal and two-week
roadshow, with a cast of up to 6 professional
performers featuring a performance and educational
workshops, visiting up to 20 schools.

Our Community Panto Project brings groups and
organisations together, to work collaboratively with

a local practitioner to create a collective display or
project that links to our upcoming pantomime.

We aim to work with groups that may not otherwise
engage with the theatre, to increase arts engagement
and help promote the positive impact of theatre.

Our 2023/2024 project, Reflections, collaborated
with Heath House Studios to create an exhibit made
up of 500 pieces of work made by members of the
community.

THE COSTS

*7,000

Allows us to engage with up to 30 community
groups, creating a bespoke piece of art to be
displayed in the Grand Theatre foyer. An unveiling
event will take place, welcoming all participants to
see their work.

Examples of companies we have worked with
include (but are not limited to), Children of
Chernobyl, Teenage Cancer Trust, Compton Care,
City of Sanctuary, Care 4 Calais and Breast Cancer
Support Group.

Panto Project Participant
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COMPLIMENTARY
COACH TRAVEL

*3,000

Provides travel to and from the theatre for 600
pupils. Transport costs are often a barrier for schools
to access theatre. By funding their travel, schools can
increase their arts engagement and make sure all
pupils have the opportunity to access theatre.

SPEAK UP

SPEAK UP takes place in areas of low arts engagement
where there is an inequality of access to opportunities
for young people and their voices are not always heard.
Young people work collaboratively as equal partners
with their teachers, artists and arts organisations to
co-create artworks and creative projects in response to
issues which matter to them.

The coach travel is aimed for schools that have a
minimum of 25% pupil premium children.

For companies with interest in their local area,

we can specify this funding is used for schools within
a 3 mile radius of their area.

SPEAK UP is taking place in selected schools in
Wolverhampton and has been funded as a wider
project across the country by the National Theatre.

THEATRE TOURS /
MATHS TRAILS

Young people are supported to become leaders, e Y
by putting them at the heart of the creative process and = |/

decision making. Speak Up Film Premier at
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre

Teachers are able to find ways that SPEAK UP can
impact the culture of their school.

Artists have the freedom to make work without any

Will provide 30 pupils and accompanying staff the predetermined outcomes.

chance to attend a theatre tour, led by a member of
the Outreach team, including a talk on careers within
the arts.

SPEAK UP aims to develop young people’s self-
expression, wellbeing and personal skills, with an open-
ended offer to make creative projects in their local area.

In Wolverhampton alone the young people have
created exceptional work, including a knife crime video
titled: How To Waste A Life, which is currently being
used by the police to tackle youth knife crime.

Funding for SPEAK UP ends in July 2025 and we are
keen to continue the positive impact that this has had
on the young people involved.

WORKSHOPS

*350

Will fund an educational workshop with a James Collins (Outreach Manager - Education & Community) Vicky Price, Associate Director, Audiences & Students performing on stage

i

For a more in-depth conversation please contact

pictured with a group on a theatre tour

professional practitioner for up to 30 young people. Communication at vickyp@grandtheatre.co.uk
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STATS

In addition to the highlighted projects above
the theatre also engages and supports people
with the following activities and services.

350 visually impaired patrons visit us annually.

150 British Sign Language users visit
us annually.

In 2023, 3000 people accessed a Relaxed
Performance at our theatre.

Over 4000 bookings have been made by
South Asian people so far in 2024, this has
risen from 2100 in 2018.

Specially programmed productions focusing
on the diverse community of Wolverhampton
have seen an average of 70% of first-time
attendees to the theatre.

Our services to dementia both at the theatre
and in the community accessing over 5000
people per year.

Monthly free theatre screenings at
Wolverhampton Central Library have
gained a yearly audience of 397.

For a more in-depth conversation please
contact Vicky Price, Associate Director,
Audiences & Communication at

vickyp@grandtheatre.co.uk



